ERRMSG: BinaryFormatter serialization and deserialization are disabled within this application

CRITICAL NOTE:: ARTICLE APPLIES ONLY TO 11.5.0.6
and OLDER

DotImage Removed our hard dependency on BinaryFormatter in 11.5.0.7, thus making this
article somewhat obsolete. If for some reason, you're still using an older version than
11.5.0.7, this may still apply, but the true fix is to upgrade to at least 11.5.0.7 (11.5.0.10 is
the final 11.5 version, 2026.2 and up support .NET 10+).

NOTE that version 2026.2. dropped support for .NET 9 and under. If you're using .NET6-8,
you'll need to stick with 11.5

(see FAQ: Support for ASP.NET Core / .NET Core / .NET5/6/7/8/9/10+)

LEGACY ARTICLE (Applies only to 11.5.0.6 and older)

Error:

Some users in .NET 8 with locked down settings are getting the following exception:

BinaryFormatter serialization and deserialization are disabled within this application. See
https://aka.ms/binaryformatter for more information.

stack trace:

t System Runtine. Serialization. Formatters. Binary. Bi naryFornatter. Deserialize(Stream
serializationStream at Atal asoft.Licensing. Atal aLi censeContext. Deserialize(Streamo, String
crypt oKey, Atal alLi censeContext context) at

At al asof t. Li censi ng. At al aLi censeCont ext . Get SavedLi censeKey(Type type, Assenbly

resour ceAssenbly) at Atal asoft.Licensing. Atal aLi censeProvider. x| 2H2YtVq(String , Type ,

Li censeContext , String& , Bool ean& , Boolean& , String& , Boolean , Boolean ) at

At al asof t. Li censi ng. At al aLi censeProvi der. Get Li cense(Li censeCont ext context, Type type, bject
i nstance, Bool ean al | onExceptions) at

Syst em Conponent Model . Li censeManager . Val i dat el nt er nal Recur si ve(Li censeCont ext context, Type
type, Object instance, Bool ean al |l owExceptions, License& |icense, String& |icenseKey) at

Syst em Conponent Model . Li censeManager. | sVal i d( Type type, Object instance, License& |icense) at
At al asoft. | magi ng. At al al mage. Val i dat eLi cense() at

At al asoft. Li censi ng. At al aLi censeHel pers. Set Li censeShar ed(Acti on validationMethod) at

At al asof t. | magi ng. At al al mage. Set Li cense() at Atal asoft.|nmagi ng. Atal al nage. .ctor() at

At al asoft. | magi ng. | mageSource. .ctor() at Atal asoft. | magi ng. RandomAccessl nageSour ce. .ctor () at
At al asoft. | magi ng. Fi | eSyst eml nageSource. .ctor(String path, String pattern, Bool ean

doAl | Franes) at Atal asoft. | naging. Fil eSyst enl nageSource..ctor(String path, Bool ean
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ERRMSG: BinaryFormatter serialization and deserialization are disabled within this application
doAl | Fr anes)
Fix:

If your application / environment disables BinaryFormatter for security reasons - it must be
enabled or you won't be able to use DotImage

Also please ensure your CSPROJ/VBPROJ] have

Tar get Fr amewor k>net 8. 0- wi ndows</ Tar get Fr amewor k> <UseW ndowsFor ms>t r ue</ UseW ndows For ns>
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